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Course Objective                                                                                                                                                        

This course is based on North Carolina's Standard Course of Study. Middle school 

English Language Arts classes in Guilford County Schools implement balanced 

literacy.  We utilize units of study and resources from the American Reading 

Company.   

Follow the link below for more information:  
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/media/7228/open 
 

Required Reading 

As a class, we will read a variety of texts together. Students will also independently read a 

variety of texts of their choice. Guidelines and rubrics will be provided for reading responses to 

shared and independent texts.   

Assignment Weights                    Grading Scale 

        

  

 

 

 

 

Assignment Type Weight 

Independent Practice 50% 

Quizzes 30% 

Tests 20% 

90-100% A 

80-89% B 

70-79% C 

60-69% D 

68-0% F 

Required Supply List Classroom Wish List 
✓ Composition notebook 

✓ Folder (2 pockets) 

✓ Pencils 

✓ School-Issued Laptop 

 
 

• Gallon Ziploc Bags  

• Tissues 

• Hand Sanitizer  

• Glue Sticks  

• Colorful Sticky 
Notes  

• Disinfecting Wipes  

• Colorful Copy Paper & Card Stock  

• Band-Aids  

• Books for Classroom Library  

• Candy, Stickers, or Treats for Incentives  
 

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/media/7228/open


 

Page | 2  

 

Swann Middle School 8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus—Mrs. Bratcher 
 

2021-2022 

Evaluation of Performance 

Classwork:  All classwork assignments are to be done in class and completed in the allotted 

timeframe. If you fail to complete the assignment within the time given, you must complete it 

for homework and turn it in at the beginning of class on the next school day 

Homework:  As homework, students should read independently from a text of their choice. 

Additional homework assignments may be given as needed throughout the week.   

Independent Reading: Most nights, homework will be to read for 20 minutes. Although 

students will have time for independent reading most days during class, they are expected to 

read the majority of their books outside of class.   

Tests, Projects, and Quizzes: Unit assessments may be in the form of tests and/or projects.   

Make-up Work:  Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s 

responsibility to contact me at an appropriate time to request any missed work. The student 

will have the same amount of time to make up the work as he/she was absent, unless other 

arrangements are mutually agreed upon.   

Late Work:  I will accept certain late assignments. If we have already gone over the answers to 

an assignment in class, I will not accept it if it is late.  
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Classroom Policies 

How to Enter the Classroom: Line up outside of the door and wait quietly. I will greet you at the door when 

it is time to enter the room. Take the most direct route to your seat. Ensure you have a pen or a sharpened 

pencil, your composition notebook, your independent reading book, your laptop, and any other necessary 

materials at your seat. Read the directions on the screen and begin the warm up. 

 

Leaving the Classroom at the End of Class: Students are expected to clean up after themselves, return 

classroom supplies, and leave their area better than they found it. We must all work together to keep our 

learning environment clean and organized. I will dismiss the class by groups once the classroom is neat and 

orderly.  The bell does not dismiss you from class.   

 

Warm Up: Most days, we will begin class with a warm up to either review the previous day’s lesson or to 

prepare you for the current day’s lesson. Unless otherwise specified, you will complete your warm up in your 

composition notebook.   

 

Sharpening Pencils: Sharpen pencils before class or during work time. You will not be allowed to sharpen 

pencils during mini-lessons, class discussions, or independent reading time. I recommend bringing a handheld 

pencil sharpener or a mechanical pencil. 

 

Tardies:  Students not present in the classroom when the tardy bell rings will be marked tardy. Students will 

not be marked tardy if they have a signed and dated note from a staff member. If you enter class after the bell 

rings, quietly hand me your pass and join the class.   

 

Restroom and Water Breaks: Students are expected to be inside the classroom during the entire class 

period, but I understand that periodically there may be a need for a restroom or water station visit. Students 

will have a set number of restroom passes per quarter. Accommodations will be made for students who have 

a documented medical issue. You may bring a water bottle to class to limit water station visits. 

 

Intercom / Phone / Guests in the Classroom: Guests are always welcomed in our classroom and we want 

to ensure we are respectful when they enter the room. If someone calls into the room on the intercom or the 

phone, I expect the class to be quiet so that I can answer the call. If guests enter the room, you may greet 

them politely and then return  to the task at hand.   

  

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices:  Per Swann Middle School policies outlined in the SMS Handbook, cell 

phones or other personal electronic devices should not be visible or heard. This includes texts and phone calls 

between students and parents; please call the office or the classroom phone if you need to communicate 

during the school day. Students are not allowed to use personal electronic devices during instructional time. If 

a student has a cell phone out during class, they will receive a classroom consequence, which could lead to an 

office referral for non-compliance.   

 

Classroom Phone:  Student use of the classroom phone is for emergencies only.  
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Food and Drinks:  Other than breakfast at breakfast time and bottles of water, students should not have 

food, drinks, candy, etc. in the classroom. If I see it, I will take it until class is over. 

 

Leaving Your Seat:  Students are to remain in their assigned seats unless I give permission to do 

otherwise. Students should raise their hands and ask for permission to leave their seats for any reason – 

this includes: getting tissues and hand sanitizer, throwing away trash, visiting the classroom library, 

turning in assignments, etc.   

 

Emergency Procedures: During a fire drill, tornado drill, or lock down drill, it is important that you are 

silent and quickly follow the expectations and directions we will review during the first weeks of school.   

 

Independent Reading Expectations: Reading is a skill that must be practiced in order to improve. Just like 

practicing an instrument or working hard at an athletic practice, you must put time and engery into reading in 

order to grow and to improve. During independent reading, it is important that you are silent and reading the 

entire time so that your classmates have the opportunity to focus on reading. It is also important that you are 

on task and independent so that I can conference with individual or small groups of students.   

 

The expectations for independent reading time are:  

-Read the entire time. 

-No talking to anyone (this includes sharing pictures, something funny, etc.). 

-You may not get up.  (If you think you’re going to need another book, get one at the beginning of 

class. Do not ask to use the restroom, get water, use the phone, go to your locker, leave your seat, etc. 

during independent reading time.) 

-Respect others’ independent reading time.  

-Be independent. Save your questions for conferences or jot them down and ask after independent 

reading time.   

 

Group Work Expectations:  

 Give thoughtful feedback / get along  

 Respect others 

 On task the whole time 

 Use quiet voices 

 Participate 

 Stay in your group  

 

 
Actions for Positive and Negative Behaviors 

*Severe behavior issues at any time will receive immediate office referrals and parent 

contact. 
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